
2
0
18

Annual Report

     |        www.accessalaska.org        |    

Opening  Doors  to  Independence



Welcome to Access Alaska’s 2018 Annual Report!   

We hope you find this report to be informative and illustrative of 

who we are and what we have done in the past year. 

 

With the future of many of our funding sources in question , this is a 

time to reflect on why we are here as an agency and who we serve. 

 It ’s a time to look to our Mission to help understand why we matter 

to the people in our communities : 

 

Our mission is to encourage and promote the total integration of 

people who experience a disability and Alaskan elders to live 

independently in the community of their choice. 

 

We ’ve worked hard to help individuals become strong self-advocates 

and strive towards achieving their independence.  We ’re helping 

individuals to live independently in their homes by providing 

consumer directed personal care for assistance with activities of 

daily living.  Through our durable medical equipment program, we 

provide individuals discharged from the hospital with the tools they 

need to go home sooner.  We ’ve engaged in significant advocacy 

efforts to help our consumers learn that they have a voice and it 

matters that they are heard. 

 

This past year we served over 800 consumers from our (5) offices in 

Anchorage , Fairbanks , Wasilla, Kenai and Dillingham.  We loaned 

over 3,519 pieces of durable medical equipment (DME) to 1 ,875 

people that otherwise couldn ’t afford it. We helped 3 people move 

out of Nursing Homes and into their own homes and communities. 

 

While we have an incredible organization , we haven ’t done any of 

this on our own. Our successes have come not only from the hard 

work of our dedicated staff , but also through the support of 

consumers , stakeholders , foundation and community partners. 

 

As Alaskans , we are building strong united communities where 

people with disabilities and elder Alaskans are meaningful parts of 

those communities. 

 

Please continue to join us and support the independent living 

movement in Alaska. We know that you share our vision of Alaska as 

a place where every elder and person with a disability is empowered 

to advocate for full integration in their community of choice as an 

active , engaged and valued member. We appreciate everything you 

do to make that vision a reality. 

 

Nothing about us without us , 
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Alaska is a place where every elder and person with a disability is 

empowered to advocate for full integration in their community of 

choice as an active, engaged, and valued member.  

 

Access Alaska encourages and promotes the total integration of 

people who experience a disability and elder Alaskans to live 

independently in the community of their choice.  

• Integrity 

• Excellence 

• Choice 
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• Consumer Control 

• Advocacy 

• Empowerment 

• Dignity 

• Community-Based 
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Programs and Services 

Intakes and Referrals 

                 individuals received 

information, resources, referrals 

and assistance

3,892

Durable Medical 

Equipment Loans 
               

            pieces of Durable 

Medical Equipment Loaned 

out to  

3,519

                 individuals   1,875

Nursing Home Transitions 

 3       individuals moved out of 

nursing facilities and into their 

own homes

Independent Living Programs 

           individuals across disabilities received 

a variety of services to assist them in living 

independently

       individuals with Traumatic and Acquired 

Brain Injuries received case management, 

independent living skills and peer group 

support

       individuals received low vision and mobility 

skills training for the Visually Impaired

        individuals with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities received 

independent living skills teaching and self- 

advocacy services

        school aged youth received transition 

services in the classroom and through summer 

vocational skills training sessions

270

77

30

14

79

Consumer Directed Personal Care 

Services 

       individuals received direct care support 

for activities of daily living 

383

Medicare Counseling 

and Outreach 

              Seniors received 

information and assistance with 

enrollment

800

Peer Groups

WallBusters/Systems Advocacy

Traumatic and Acquired Brain Injury 

Multiple Sclerosis 

Visually Impaired



Linnea-Scars Tell Stories

January 29, 2019 was a memorable day for Access Alaska as we 

were celebrating as an agency the culmination of more than 2 

years of diligent effort to receive accreditation, simultaneously 

the staff of the DME Department was working to fit an adult 

size wheelchair to a young lady with a neuro-muscular disease 

that requires surgical corrections periodically. 

 

As we had only chatted with the mother over the phone and 

had not met the young lady we were only guessing at which 

would be the best fit and did not realize that she needed to 

wheelchair ASAP for the Battle of the books that was 

happening the next day. 

 

I chose to abandon modification of the adult size share once I 

saw her sitting in it and found a smaller pediatric sports chair to 

adapt to her. The office was clearing out as the accreditation 

exit interview ended and I remained with the mother and 

daughter fitting the wheelchair enjoying a quiet moment to 

converse with the young lady about fear of surgeries with the 

top of my head and craniotomy scar clearly visible I asked her if 

she wanted to touch it and traced it with my hand over hers so 

that she could feel the score and the Burr holes that remained 

in the bone as I told her “Scars are like tattoos, but with better 

stories.” 

 

"Scars are like tattoos, but with 

better stories"

Her mother sent a photo of 

Linnea at the Battle of the books 

where her team got 5th place out 

53 teams. 

 

About a week later her mother 

sent me another email about a 

swim party where her scars 

showed around her swimsuit: 

Linnea told her mom: “Scars are 

like tattoos with better stories.” 

and that out of my honest 

sharing she found new courage 

in dealing with the uncertainty 

and stigma associated with her 

medical condition. 

                                                             

                            

   - Frank Box, DME Manager 
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Consumer Stor ies



Wilbur- Hope Referred 

Adrien - Youth Peer Mentor

“I like my independence 

more and more. As a 

matter of fact, I don’t 

think I need you as 

much as I once did.”  

I’d been working with Wilbur for several months, and 

he has always been one to speak up for himself and 

express his needs effectively, and for a while one of 

those needs was to move from the small hotel room he 

had been in for over three years, that was affecting the 

quality of his health. 

 

When Wilbur would come in to his appointments he 

often would describe to me the struggles he was facing 

due to the nature of the individuals he encountered on 

a daily basis, that often tempted him to give up all of 

his progress all together; often in his speech I heard the 

great poets heart that once spoke of dreams differed; 

hoping that one day having a place of his own would 

be a reality and not just a day dream. This consumer 

wanted a life that speaks of true independence 

according to his needs and deep desires. 

  

Well as of the latter part of 2018 Wilbur’s hope’s and 

continued self-advocacy skills paid off! Through the 

help of those who are in his corner and his constant 

work opened the doors for him to have a place of his 

very own, a one-bedroom apartment in a safe building 

where a healthy culture is not only encouraged but 

required; quite the opposite of where he was according 

to him. 

 

The day we did the walk-through together Wilbur could 

hardly contain himself. He was so excited about the 

new apartment that often as we walked he would start 

dancing, and as he would say, “it made him wiggle and 

giggle”.   
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I am so very proud of Wilbur. A man I look up to and continue to cheer on as we work together to 

accomplish his life changing goals, and hope referred. Yet what makes me even more proud of him is 

what he shared with me one day after our normal meeting. 

 

“William I’ve been thinking about our meeting and my independence, and I’ve concluded that I like 

my independence more and more. As a matter of fact, I don’t think I need you as much as I once did. I 

think it’s time for someone else to take some of the time I have been using.” 

 

While this made me a little sad, I was more proud than anything because Wilbur had come to a place 

of self-actualization that he had often spoke about but never effectively acted on; he began to dream 

bigger and carve out his own independent path according to his hopes and desires. 

It truly has been a pleasure to work with him and be invited into the journey of his life. 

 

-William H. Bynum III, TABI Independent Living Advocate 

 



Adrien - Youth Peer Mentor

Bonnie- DSP Spotlight

Adrien first began working with Access Alaska in Spring 2017 

with the In-School Pre-ETS Program at West Valley High. He 

received Pre-Employment Transition Services weekly through 

his Study Skills Period at school and eventually joined Access 

Alaska’s Summer Work Program. 

 

While sampling job tasks at Old Navy, the store manager 

noticed Adrien’s style and work ethic and recommended he 

apply to Old Navy. By the end of the month-long Summer 

Work Program, 

 

Adrien interviewed for and landed a job as a sales associate. 

He continued that job to the following summer and 

graduation. Access Alaska advocates identified him as a 

strong candidate to be a peer mentor for the 2018 Summer 

Work Program. 

 

He applied and was selected to serve as an AmeriCorps VISTA 

volunteer, helping Access Alaska staff to mentor and educate 

his peers through the experience that had opened the doors 

to his first employment opportunity. 
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Pre-ETS Staff is proud to report that Adrien immediately found a great job on Fort Wainwright in August, 

2018 where he has been able to explore customer service as well as laborer positions at the Exchange. 

 

He is starting to explore options for living on his own and our staff cannot wait to see what he does in 

the future! 

 

We are proud to recognize Bonnie Stirn as a long-time direct service 

provider in the community of Wasilla. Beginning in 1996, Bonnie started 

working with elders in the community who were among the treasured 

pioneers of the Matanuska Valley and has truly put in a life of service and 

charity.  She has been working with Access Alaska since January 2014 and 

was presented with an Achievement Award in December 2018. 

  

Bonnie says that she has stayed working in the direct service field for so 

long because, "There is more to it than just getting people in and out of 

bed.  It is very important to leave someone in a happier frame of mind." 

 Bonnie says that each person she works with also leaves her feeling 

better about the day.  Most recently, Bonnie has provided services for 

Access Alaska consumer, Sunny R.  Sunny notes that Bonnie always works 

with gladness in her heart and even after so many years of doing this 

work, Bonnie continues to have personalized dedication to each of her 

clients. 

 

 

 

 

Bonnie expressed appreciation to Access Alaska for being helpful and supportive to her as one of our 

Direct Service Providers and notes that care providing has been educational for her over the years and 

she has worked with "such very lovely people." 

Bonnie Stirn (right) with her 

consumer Sunny R. (left)



Jonathan-Independence Expedited

 

This past Spring, Johnathan needed to 

undergo surgery to repair scar tissue that had 

built up from a previous operation.  After 

surgery, Jonathan was told he needed to be 

discharged from extended inpatient acute care 

facility, even though the healing process was 

taking longer than expected. 

 

For Jonathan to successfully return to his 

home, Personal Care Services (PCA) would be a 

necessity.  Access Alaska’s Consumer Directed 

Personal Care program staff visited Jonathan in 

the inpatient care facility and began the 

process of applying for services, which can take 

up to six weeks or longer.   

 

Due to immediate discharge, an expedited 

application was submitted to the state. 

 Jonathan was discharged days later without 

the required State PCA assessment and it was 

clear he would need to make other living 

arrangements until PCA services were in place.  

 

Access Alaska worked with the State of Alaska 

in having the assessment done at this 

temporary address to obtain authorized hours 

and get back to his own home. 

 

A week later, an authorization letter was given 

by the state and Jonathan was then able to 

move back into his home with PCA hours in 

place and a direct service provider ready to 

help with Jonathan’s road to recovery. 

 

In looking at our Mission one cannot help but look 

back at how Access Alaska got started.  

It began when several wheelchair bound individuals in 

Anchorage were seeking their independence and 

freedom from a nursing home in 1982. 

 

Access Alaska now helps hundreds of individuals every 

year live independently in the home or community of 

their choice.  2018 marked Access Alaska's 35th year of 

providing Independent Living Services in Alaska, and 

will continue moving forward with its Mission. 
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As a lifelong Alaskan residing in Anchorage, Jonathan started receiving Independent Living services 

with Access Alaska over seven years ago.  Through that program Johnathan received many 

Independent Living skills such as cooking, gardening, and is currently working on additional 

independent living goals with his Access Alaska Advocate. 

 

Consumer Jonathan S. with his Direct Service 

Provider Brian "Bree" Witzke

35 Years of Independent Living



WE COULDN'T  DO IT  WITHOUT YOU!
Thank you to all our 2018 donors

Inclusion Circle $1-$100 

Anonymous Donors (17) 

Estaban Acevedo 

William Adams 

James Aguiar 

Faith Alexander 

Cynthia Alexander 

Susan Alexander 

Lois Allen Buscher 

Amazon Smile 

Janet Ames 

Suzanne Andre 

Elias Antonio 

Anne Armstrong 

Lawrence Aschenbrenner 

Tammy Bacon 
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Barbara Barnes 
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Kelda Barstad 
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Mladen Begojevic 
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Erin Borowski 

Will Bowen 

Barbara Bowerman 

James M Bowler 

Kim Britlan 

John Brooking 
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Elizabeth Burton 

Rick Michael Bushman 

Rita Butteri 

Molly Byman 

Tony Byrzinski 

Poldine Carlo 

Peggy Carlson 

Darrell Carlson 

Jeanne Carston 

Elizabeh Carter 

Darrel Cavanaugh 

Ceclia Chamberlain 

L.M. Chambers 

Christopher Chase 

Robert Chivvis 

Lisa Clark 

Joseph Cockrell 

Angela Cocuzza 

Loretta  Cole 

Heather Colmenares 

 

Tes Copeland 

Chis Cornell 

Susan Cosper 

Randell Cosper 

Dave Cotton 

Amalie Couvillion 

Helen Craig 

Linda Creed 

Joy-el Culligan 

Susan Dabelsteen 

Jesse Daly 
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John Davies 

Susan Deason 

Randy Denardo 

Sandra Dewey 

Deanna Didrickson 

Roberta Dillon 

Lisa Doche 

Jeannette Doshier 

Douglas Drum 

Charlene Dubay 

Machell Duke 

Innocent Dushkin 

Bryant Edwards 

Marti Engebretsen 

Gaylor Erickson 

Tari Esposito 

Jonah Evan 

Naya or Kiana Evans- 

Peacock 

Ruth & Charles Fahi 

Moli Faletoi 

Michael Farahjood 

Bonnie Fast 

Diane Faude 

Yolande Fejes 

Robert Felland 

Sally Fenno 

Brenda Fiddick 

James Fitzsimmons 

Sharon Fleck 

Shirley Fletcher 

Earl Ford 

Pat Fox 

Randall Frank 

Joan Franz 

Joann Frazier 

Mary Frenz 

Jeff Frizzell 

Jolean Fultz 

Celeste Garcia 

Beatriz & Robinson Garcia 

Shawn Gautam 

Walter Gelinas 

Hubert & Janet Gellert 

 

James German 

John Gillette 

Shirley Gordon Family 

David Gosse 

Erik Grafe 

Connie Greco 

Torri Griffith 

Johnny Haley 

David Hamre 

Lois Hankee 

Richard Hansen 

Bruce Hanson 

Jan Carolyn  Hardy 

Robert Harold 

Darcy Harris 

Justin & Alicia Harris 

Warren Hawkins 

Catherine Hawn 

Karen Heath 

Walter Henry 

Gayle Hessler 

Michael Hessler 

Katie Hickey 

David Holdiman 

Catherine Hollingsworth 

Harold Hollis 

December Holt 

Megann Honea 

Micheal Hostina 

Stacy House 

Theresa Hubbell 

Kenneth Hughes 

Sidney Huhndorf 

Cheryl Hurley 

Dolores Hyer 

Maralee Illian 

Barbara Jensen 

Rulon Jensen 

Martina John 

Linda Johnson 

Phillip Kaluza 

Lynn Kenney 

Pat Kerchier 

Cynthia Keyes 

Meg Kibler 

Josalyn Kitchen 

Richard Klapstein 

Alan Klatt 

Janice Knutson 

Jenifer Kohout 

Linda Korevec 

Mark & Leslie Kroloff 

Zak & Sarah Krug 

Laura Kutil 

Gary Kutil 

Mary Landick 
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Scott Larson 

Wendy Latimer 

Ethel Mae Lavender 

June Leach 

Beth & Michael Leonard 

Gina Lera 

David Levy 

Todd Leyland 

Cherie Lielassu 

Nicole Linton 

Geraldine Lowe 

Brenda Lum 

Daniel Lung 

Tracy Lupinek 

Tresse Major 

Charles Martiel 

Elaine C Martin 

Patricia Mata-Celis 

Heather Matson 

Lou Ann Mattison 

David John May 

James Mayo 

Jordan Mcculley 

Donald McCullough 

Tabrina McDermott 

Dana  MclEnnan 

Emily Mejorada 

Herbert Melchior 

William Mendenhall 

Craig Miley 

Charles Richard Miller 

Stacy Minchew 

Ann & Richard Mize 

Timothy Moder 

Susan Moeller 

Gordon Moore 

James Moore 

Shannon Morgan 

Edward Morin 

Ed Morin 

Maria Moronese 

Jack Mosby 

AnneMarie Moylan 

Penani Mulu 

James Myers 

Madeline Nance 

Andi Nations 

Patrick Nelson 

Brian Newman 

Steven Nickels 

Julian Nielsen 

Marie Nielsen 

Lawrence Norton 

Meghan Nyguest 

Jacqueline Odena 

Joan Ollom 

 



WE COULDN'T  DO IT  WITHOUT YOU!

Integrity Circle $251-500 $251-$500 

Niva Aburto 

Madeline & David Arnow Fund 

Jane Braun 

Linda Bruemmer 

Linda M. Casassa 

Denali Center Resident Council 

Jon Eiland 

Susan Gaudin 

Carl & Vicki Hild 

Mark & Jean Hindermann 

Kristan Hubbard 

Carylin Kilgrow 

Kroger Fred Meyer 

Sapphire Moore 

Micky Ragsdale 

Ritchie Family Charitable Fund 

Keith Robertson 

Bill Rogers 

Alvin Smith 

Renee Webb Otis 

 

Dignity Circle $101-$250 

Anonymous Donors (1) 

Jefferson J Blevans 

Harry & Courtney Brod 

Ronald Charles 

Thela M Clayton 

AK Community Foundation 

Jeffrey Cook 

Thomas Delong 

Laurel Epps 

Michael Robert Fisher 

Rhosalie Ghete 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

Pat  Hanchett 

Peter Hanley 

Paulette Jimorez 

Monte Jordan 

Arthur & Anne Konefal 

Warren Anthony Mattielli 

John McGrew 

Network for Good 

Jeanna Oudai 

Patrick Reinhart 

Mark Sexton 

Dianne Tydings 

Thomas Wagner 

Thomas Wagner 

Susanne Waugaman 

Wells Fargo 

Douglas White 

Seth Whitten 

Thank you to all our 2018 donors (Continued)

Advocacy Circle $1,001-$5,000 

Anonymous Donors (1) 

AlasConnect 

Co-op Market Grocery & Deli 

Robert Swan 

Usibelli Foundation 

 

Passion Circle $501-$1,000 

Alliant Insurance Services 

Bachner Companies 

Key Getty 

Tina Matthews 

Merrill Lynch 

Paws for Purple Hearts 

Rotary Club of Fairbanks 

Usibelli Foundation 

Jen VanEttinger 
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Legacy Circle $5,001-$100,000 

Ed Estate Ashby 

Providence Foundation 

 

Russell Snyder 

Linda Soriano 

Susan Spindler 

Nancy Stauber 

Priscilla Steer 

Linda Stofer 

Sue Straher 

Gregory Stuckey 

Yvonne Stutz 

Klaire Taylor 

Joan Thayers 

Katrina Thomas 

Phillip Thompson 

Michael Tibor 

Krystal Toddicken 

Syrilyn Tong 

Edward Trendholm 

Terrence Tribble 

Paul Twardock 

Peter Van Tuyn 

Richard Veazey 

Michael Wachsmuth 

Ken & Marjorie Waggoner 

Van Waggoner 

Nathaniel Wales 

Jeff Wall 

Robert Wallant 

Brian Warren 

Brian Warren 

Sharon Weathers 

Scott Weiss 

Roberta Wheat 

David Mychele White 

Deborah White 

Paulette Wille 

Elsa Willsrud 

Cathy Wilson 

Gary Wing 

Leesa Wingo 

Mark Wood 

Julie Woods 

Robert Wortman 

Trenton Yates 

Charles L Young 

Alexander Zamorven 

Thomas Zimmer 

 

Diane Ollum 

Eddie Olrun 

Rachel & Charles Orf 

Edward Ortiz 

Rosa Ortiz 

Jeanne  Owen 

Cheyenne Oyen 

Linda Padden 

Joseph Park 

Julie Parmeater 

Ann Parrish 

George Pearson 

Millie Peek 

Patricia Peirsol 

Bonnie Peterkin 

A Lee Petersen 

MaryLou Petti 

Webb Phillips 

Nancy Leavie Phillips 

WD Pollard 

Beverly Porter 

Michael Potter 

Maxine Rader 

LeAnn Ramirez 

Kirsten M Randall 

Barbara Rankin 

Mali Redick 

Dorothy Reed 

William Reese 

Eileen Reilly 

Pamela Renkert 

Charles Renschler 

Mary E Ristau 

Julie Robinson 

David Roeld 

Phoebe Clare Rohrbacher 

Karen Ruud 

Terrence Ruuti 

Chris Rylander 

Jon Schleder 

Gayle Schuh 

Susan Shaffer 

Frida Shroyer 

Georgia Siah 

Shea Siegert 

Dorothy Sine 

Josephene Skeete 

Jill Skidmore-Erickson 

James Skug 

John Skurly 

Kristina Slater 

Victoria Smith 

Christy Smith 

 

 

Thank you 
to all of 

your 
ongoing 

support,    
it makes a 

huge 
impact



 2018 F inancia l  Informat ion

Earned Income 

1%

Donati

24%

Grants 

75%

Access Alaska has a blended funding stream from state and federal revenue 

comprised of  grants , fee for service and donations. State department cuts and 

Federal uncertainty has created a real challenge for the non-profit sector.  Fortunately 

Access Alaska maintains a strong position with assets that carry us through difficult 

times.  Additionally we are good stewards of resources while we continually strive  to 

reduce costs while diversifying funding opportunities. 

 

For financial details please go to www.accessalaska.org and view our most recent 990 

report and audited financial statement.

Earned Income

Programs/Service 

17%

Administration 

83%

Donations

Grants

Administration

Programs and Services

Revenue

Grants

Donations

Earned Income

Total Revenue

Expenses

Administration

Programs and Services

Total Expenses

$1 ,960,681

$    70,408

$7 ,093,286

$8,020,773

$8,639,894

$1 ,429 ,854

$7 ,210,040

Access Alaska, Inc.

Financia l  Information

Revenue

Expenses

Total Assets $6,617,041

Total Liabilities $2,660,551
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Fiscal  Year  2018


